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” "A Finger, Am Hand, An Arm; Three Levels of Understanding G-d in History"
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On this Great Sabbath it behooves us to reflect upon the essential meaning of the fesbival

which it precedes and anticipates. Passover is, in reality, a festive, elaborate and profound
history lessone By symbol and speech, we relate the pagt of Israel from its idolatrous
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‘3(’:3;;\:ng with Terah, father of m'r:mnn, through its cla,:lmj era which fol]ow the crisis
of the crossing of the Red Sea. > history which we relate, however, is more than a sequence
of f‘aot« It is, rather, the unfolding of a Divine drama. There is nothing fortuitous about
tne history of the Jew; his past is a pattern, his present a plan, his fx.wurs ~ a faith that
~d vl T s in His owm mysterious Ay, continue to guide him through the labyrinthian channels
:T“’T"’jsom 1§ G=d, not chance, who is the moving and directing power in hisfory,
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Not everyone, however, can grasp this Divine element in history equally ”e]J « Some people
are entirely oblivious to pulse-~beat of G-d ags He moves tnrou;;,n time. Others can detect only
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so mch; others much more, And even on each individual level of understandi ;_ng, there are

several ways of looking at and appreciating G-d's intervention in the affairs of Van,

In the story of Passover, the holiday dedicated to understanding the.role of G-d in
4

History, as refle cbed in the Bible and in the Haggada, we find references to three such levels
of understanding. And each is symbolized by what we gpeak of poetically as the parts of
G-dbe=bedy, They are the finger, the hand and the arm of G~d; the ebzbah elokim, yad ha'chazaka,
zroa netuyah. They reprsent, respectively, the lower, middle and higher forms of perceiving

G-d as He reveals Himself in the 1ife of a people.

The finger is that organ which is used for pointing or i ndicating. It is the finger of
G-d which points to the future,ewnich indicates His will, and which writes the true history
_o,f___n&g_py. Both Egyptian and Jew saw the finger of G-d, The di "f ence is in how ‘they saw

ite For the finger of G=-d and its handwriting can be verceived out of pain and destruction
and cﬁm‘onne- and it can be understood from beauty and happiness and blessing.
he 'f“rpbzx.an magicians first recognized G-d's domination of the scene after the third
p}ague, the kinim or gnat se It is only then that they become aware of the Finger of G-d:
a) because it causes a Plague. '
b) it destroys his gods. The two previous plagues struck humans alone; thekinim strike
animals as well, and animals were the Egypti n gods. DAL py et PJad IR
c) it shows lm his own inferiority. sk
This was the first plague which the E»“'yotian rnlagicians were not able to duplicate.
2+ The Jew recognizes the Finger of G-d:
a) éehv@aﬂ%—mweeéw Creation; ("fr alms) [AENAY: ?lt DCJN.:{ NQ Vst >
b) The Moral Order of the Universe: r'?\\ﬂ $2 30 PIVIAD P Uy AVMY 1) Aic 'M 3o
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There are those moments when one can see more than the Tinger of G~d active in
history of mankind, He can recognize more than that - he sees the ﬂand of G-d, the hand which
molds and directs the tremendous forces which are the bloou‘. of history. Here too the Egyptian
and the Jew see the nand Trom dillerent points of view.

1, The Egyotizm reco ‘v‘ni zes the hand of G-d in L
“\()\rer-’o shment : y?.:l bﬂ‘} D-.;’\j 7 ? ’ i'):‘!'?

2. B3 Thb ue.,, howe\vor, seeg the Hand of G=-d in:
a) Deliverance from Cppresion: P'Y7an 3 'Jh'}h\ 3 pSinT 0>
b) Acceptance of the Penitent: P2l MpY 5Ged e
c) Universal Charity: (193 on BU R uy paranamo
d) An Act of Faith: (A PRI R

ee) Something which Leads to Faith: (3.3 QUnt 32 Umle) ® Laliyey 3 At fie /"?..'.'..
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Just as there is a level of understanding of G-d in and through history symbolized
by the finger of G~d, the poRunter or indicator, and by the hand of G-d, the molder and director
of historical forces, so is there a greater and broader revelation of G-d symbolized by the
arm of G-d, the zroa netuyah. The arm symbolizes power, gnd in this case the very source of
those historical forces of which we speak., 1t is the zroa netuyash which gives impetus and
power to all the great movements of the ages. And here too, in the revelation of the amtstretche
arm of G-d,the Egyptian and the Jew part.
le The Egyptian beccmes aware of the Arm of G-d:
a) Only as a Strong-Arm: (Ezekiel 18). (A2 P e ?(‘N YOI YIS Al
An Egyptian, even if he be an aristdcratic Egyptian, a Pharoah, can understand and
appreciate and recognize the Arm of G-d only when it flexes its powerful muscles and
strikes his own arm, breaking it hopelessly.
2+ The Jew sees the arm of G-d from a different pair of napional eyes:
a) The Arm Lovingly Outstretched to Aid the Needy: (Isaiah 3%. o Fpd Svms 7n
DYT AT (ygaYILr §1e : :
b) The Arm of Redemption: KA AR IR AR W 'Afké!
The powerful yet kindly arms of G-d ready to_embrace a suffering humanityve

In all levels of understanding, therefore, whether one can sec only a finger, or as
mich as en-e¥my—-e¥ a hand, or all of an amm, there are two ways of interpreting lifes the
Lgyptian and the Jewishe. And it is the basic Jewish optimism which has insured his subvival
through all the viecissitudes which have befallen hime For the Jew is optimistic indeed;
he tries to reach G-d _ through construction, not destruction; through prayer, not plague;
EHFBEGEfﬁénedictiog, not malediction; through morality, not idolatry; through cereativity,
not calamity; through faith and charity and devotion and redemption.

In these days of catastrophic upheaval and eruption of unleaghed higtorical forces,
it is important for us to understand these events as the Jew should. Thebher one can barely
detect the finger of G-d, or whether he can grasp the hand of G-d, or whether he can catch
a glimpse of the greal ewbstretched arm of G-d, he must look at It Jewishly, never like a
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