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1, LAG BAOMER, LIKE ALL OTHER JEWISH HOLIDAYS, HAS MANY FACETS TO IT, IT IS INTERWOVEN !\,%

WITH MANY HISTORIC EVENTS, NUMEROUS SACRED TRADITIONS AND A HOST OF COLORFUL OBSERVANCES. ’

2 BUT THE ONE THAT IS USUALLY OVERLOOKED IN LAG BAOMER HAS SPECIFICALLY TO DO WITH THE
KABALLAH, WITH JEWISH MYSTICISM, WHICH TO THE AVERAGE JEW REMAINS THE MOST THOROUGHLY
MISUNDERSTOOD STREAM OF CREATIVE JEWISH THOUGHT. TODAY, WHEN SCHOLARS OF ALL SHADES OF
OPINION HAVE BEGUN TO TAKE A SECOND LOOK AND APPRECIATE THE SWEEP AND THE GRANDEUR OF
KABBALAH, THE LAITY - BY AND LARGE -STILL THINKS OF IT AS SOMETHING TERRIBLY MYSTERIOUS

. OR A MAGICAL ABRA-CADABR&. WHATEVER MAY BE THE CASE, KABALLAH IS A PART OF OUR JEBWISH
LIVES WHETHER WE KNOW IT OR NOT, IT HAS BEZN INCORPORTAED INTO OUR TRADITIONS, INTO

MANY EXPRESSIONS AND ABOVE ALL
AS JEWS IN MANY UNTOLD WAYS.

INTO OUR PRAYERS, AND HENCE IT SHAPES OUR THINKING
AND LAG BAOMER.IS THE DAY OF THE CALENDAR DEVOTED TO KABALLAH

3, THE SOURCE BOOK OF ALL THE GREAT KABALIISTIC TEACHINGS IS THE ZOHAR - "BOOK OF SPLENDOR" -
WHICH TRADITION ASCRIBES TO R.SHIMON BAR YOCHAT AND WHICH CONTAINS HIS | TEACHINGS.
AND IN THE ZOHAR WE READ THAT ON THE DAY R.SH.B.Y. DIED, HE CALLED HIS STUDENTS IN AND
IMPARTED TO THEM THE GREAT SECRETS AND TRADTTIONS OF THE KABALLAH, THE MANNER IN WHICH
HE IMPARTED THOSE TEACHINGS IS INDICATIVE OF THE CHARACTER OF THE KABALLAH, THE PERSONALITY
OF OUR SAGES, AND IS, AS WELL, A MESSAGE OF TERRIFIC IMPORT FOR US HERE TODAY.
AND THAT DAY, WHEN HE DIED AND TAUGHT, WAS THE 33rd DAY OF THE OMER - LAG BAOMER.
SO THAT TOMORROW IS THE "YAHRZEIT" OF R.SH.B.Ye AS WELL AS THE ANNIVERSARY OF HIS TE&CHING.
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Lo IN THE ZOHAR WE READ (using febrew transl.) B'oso yom .«she‘rab(i;uer1 s/m’g{xorf gﬁagflee:lii@%all.ek
min ha'olam, ON THE DAY R.SHe WAS TO DIE, HE WAS PREPARING HIMSELF FOR THE EVENT,
AND HIS MANY COLLEAGUES AND DISCIPLES CAME IN TO SEE HIM - ve'habayis hayah malei, /w2 v 1!
AND THE HOUSE, THE ROOM IN WHICH HE STAYED, WAS FILLED. AND THEN, bachah rabbi shimon, Q25 »st
R.SH., BEGAN TO WEEP, AND HE CRIED OUT, ONCE BEFORE WHEN I WAS CRITICALLY ILL AND ON MY
DEATH BED, ONLY ONE PERSON WAS WITH ME, R. PINCHAS B. YAIR, BUT AT THAT TIME hikifah

(% 2hikeish 1'fanai, A GREAT FIRE SURR
MM AND NOW I SEE THAT THE FIRE HAS

OUNDED ME...v'achshav raissi she'paskah - v'habayis nismalei,
LEFT - AND THE HOUSE IS FULL} (N VR N oy (\QQJ\lH {yrnn (1 Eh)

5, HERE, FRIENDS, IS THE PITHY TEACHING OF A GREAL JEWISH ATTITUDE & THAT IT IS MORE IMPORTANT
TO D VELOP FEWER PEOPLE WHO WILL BE GREAT AND GENUINE, THAN TO GIVE A SMATTERING TO THE
MANY, IT IS BEETER TO HAVE ONE PERSON WHO WILL BE AFIRE WITH HOLINESS THAN TO HAVE A PACKED
HOUSE OF COLD AND UNINSPIRED ONLOOKERS. WHEN THAT GREAT J. ATTITUDE BREAKS DOWN, AND
JEWS BECOME MORE INTERESTED IN A FULL HOUSE, IN MERE QUANTITY AND NUMBERS, AND NOT IN
THE SPARK OF G-DLINESS, THEN IT IS AN OCCASION FOR bachah r. shimon, AN OCCASION FOR
'REGRET AND MOURNING AND SADNESSe

6. TO JUDAISM EVERY INDIVIDUAL IS IMPORTANT. NUMBERS HAVE SOME VAKUE T0O, IT IS TRUE, AND
THAT IS WHY THE HALACHA DEMANDS A MMINYAN" FOR CERTAIN OCCASIONS. BUT NUMBERS ARE ONLY
SECONDARY TO THE WARMTH, THE LOVE, THE HOLINESS, THE DEPTH, THE HEIGHTS THAT EACH INDIVIDUAL
REACHES AND ACHEIVES. WITHOUT EACH INDIVIDUAL'S hikifal eish, ENTHUSIASM AND GENUINENESS
“AND INSPIRATION, THE GREAT MULIITUDES HAVE NO REAL VALUE. MULTITUDES ALONE REMATN DORMANT

UNLESS A FEW INSPIRED PEOPLE ARE WILLING TO SHARE WITHTHEM THEIR ‘eish AND DETONATE THEM.

JUST LOOK AT JEWISH HISTORY - THERE WAS ONE ABRAHAM, AND BECAUSE HE WAS AFIRE WITH T HE
b DISCOVERY OF ONE G-D, HE WAS ABLE TO CHANGE THE COURSE OF HUMAN HISTORY. AND HIS RE?EOWN :
DOES NOT REST MERELY ON THE FACT THAT HE GOT MANY PEOPLE TO AGREE WITH HIM AND SAY “AMEN
TO WHAT HE PREACHED. NO, HIS FAME RESTS NOT ON THE NUMBER OF MEMERS HE GOT - RATHER ON
v'hanefesh asher assah b'charan, ON THE NUMBER OF SOULS HE DEEPENED, ON THE NUMBER
OF CAAZACTERS HE ENHANCED, ON THE DEPTH AND SWEEP OF HIS SPIRITUAL MESSAGES, ON THE
LIVES HE RADICALLY AND TRREVOCABLY CHANGED,  #%*THERE {BRE 600,000 JEWS WHO LEFT BGYPT,
BUT WITHOUT THE FIERY SPIRIT OF ONE MOSES , THEY WOULD HAVE REMAINED IN A DESERT FORRYENG
A THOUSAND, NOT FORTY YEARS. ALL OUR PROPHETS WERE PEOPLE WHO RATSEL LONELY VOLCES CRY
OUT IN SOLITUDE, WHILE MULTITUDES OF MUTE, COLD MEN BOWED TO THE MOLECH AND BAAL.

IT WAS MATMONIDES WHO MEANT THE SAME, THING

WHEN HE BXPRESSED HIMSELF IN CHARACTERISTIV



8e

e

NoLAMM =2 EMOR,LAG BAOMER

sharpness and wrote, IN THE INTRODUCTION TO HIS "GUIDEM, THAT "WHEN I FI E

NARROW AND CAN SEE NO OTHER WAY OF TEACHING A WELL ESTAJ%LISHED TRUTH EXCE?TTI}-BL% ?gEAgSIm
ONE INTELLIGENT MAN AND DISFLEASING TEN THOUSAND FOOLS, I PREFER TO ADDRESS MYSELF TO
THE ONE MAN AND TAKE NO NOTICE WHATEVER OF THE CONDEMNATION OF THE MULTITUDE,."

BIG CROWDS, HE WANTED TO SAY, ARE NOT HALF AS IMFRTANT AS A FEW GOCD INDIVIDUALS.

#%% AND IT IS NOT ONLY GENIUS, OR EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE WE ARE REFERRING TO. LOOK
OVER T HE HISTORY OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY IN AMERICA, AND YOU FIND, INTERESTINGLYY THAT
THE GREATEST PART OF ITS GROWTH STEMMED FROM A FEW OLD YESHIVAS IN BROOKLYN AND THE
EASI-SIDE OF N.Y, WITHOUT THEM THE GREATER INSTITUTIONS OF ORTHOBOXY TODAY, AND
EVEN THE WHOLE OF THE CONSERVATIVE MOWEMENT, WOULD NEVER HAVE STOOD A CHANGCE OF SUGCESS.
AND THESE SMALL YESHIVOS, AS WILLSOMEDAY BE RECORDED IN A GLORIOUS HISTORY OF AMERTAN
JEWRY, WERE BEGUN AND SPONSORED BY LAYMEN AND LAYWOMEN WHO WERE NO DIFFERENT FROM YOU
OR ME, BUT WHO WERE SEIZED WITH AN IDEA, WHO WERE OBSSESSED WITH A GENUINE RELIGIOUS
DEVOTION, WHO WERE AFLAME WITH A CREATIVE DEDICATION TO TORAH. THERE WAS NO nismalei
ha'bayis WHEN THEY BEGAN - BUT WE'D HAVE NOTHING TODAY IF NOT FOR THEM,

WELL, WHAT ABOUT US? I AM AFRATD THAT IF R. SHIMON B.YOCAHI WERE ALIVE TODAY, HE WOULD
SHOW THE SAME REACTION - bachah reshimon, HE WOULD WEEP, HOW DIFFERENT IS THE ATTITUDE

OF AMERICAN JEWS FROM THE CLASSICAL J. ATTITUDEY WE HERE HAVE BEGUN TO STRESS THE nismalei
ha'bayis, AND TO OVERLOOK THE hikifah ha'eish. WE ARE "GETTING THE CROWD DOWN" BUT FAILING
TO WARM THE SOUL UP, THE TEMPLES ARE FILLING UP AND THE SERVICES, AT TIMES, ARE WELL
ATTENDED - BUT THEY ARE FROZEN, THEY ARE UNINSPIRED, THEY ARE COLD, THE FIRE HAS GONE (UT.
STATISTICS HAVE REPLACED "KAVANAH" AND QUALITY HAS BEEN DROWNED BY QUANTITY.

I HAVE NO DESIRE FOR RE-HASHING WHAT HAS BEEN SATD FROM THIS PULPIT MANY A TIME AND WHAT
HAS BECOME A WELIL-DOCUMENTED SOCIOLOGICAL FACT - THAT WITH INCREASING MEMBERSHIP THERE
HAS BEEN NO DEEPENING OF THE RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE, THAT WITH IDENTIFICATION WITH A SYNAGOGUE
THERE HAS COME MORE, NOT LESS, UNDERLYING SECULARISM, THAT A MEMBERSHIP CARD HAS NOT
ALWAYS MEANT A REAL COMMITMENT TO A WAY OF LIFE. I DO WANT TO INDULGE IN SOME
SELF-CRITICISM. I DO WANT TO BLAME US, LAYMEN AND RABBIS BOTH, FOR GOING ALONG WITH THIS
FLARE FOR NUMBERS AND "PACKING THEM IN", WHICH IS PERFECTLY ALRIGHT BYW ITSELF, BUT WE
HAVE ALSO GOWE ALONG WITHIHE FALITURE TO STRESS QUALITY, WARMTH, DEPTH, GENUINENESS.

IN MORE THSN ONE CASE ORTHODOX LEADERSHIP, BOTH LAY AND RABBINIC, HAS FALTERED AND

HAS SACRIFICED PRINCIFLE, THE SPARK OF DIVINITY, FOR THE SAKE OF GREATER NUMBERS.

WE HAVE PRACTICED A COMPLETELY NON-JEWISH METHOD., WEHAVE SCRAPPED TRADITION AFTER TRADITION
IN THE NAME OF nismalei ha'bayis... AND THEN HAVE FOUND THAT OUR CONQUEST WAS A PHYRRIC
VICTORY % WE GAINED BUT LOST. I THINK THAT IT IS TIME FOR US TO COME TO OUR SENSES.

IT IS TIME FOR US TO REALIZE THAT THERE IS NOTHING IMMORAL OR SHAMELFUL IN BEING IN THE
MINORITY, THOUGH WE ASSUREDLY BELIEVE THAT THEDAY WILL COME WHEN ALL JEWS WILL RETURN

TO TORAH AND G-De BUT THERE IS NOTHING IGNOMINIOUS, NOTHING BAD, ABOUT ESFPOUSING AN
UMPOPULAR CAUSE, PROVIDED THAT WE HAVE THE FIRE, THE WARMTH AND DEPTH. THROUGHOUT THE
AGES, AS HISTORY CLEARLY PROVES, IT WAS THE FEWER WHO WERE D EDICATED WHO KEPT UP THE TRADITI(
S0 THAT THE MANY MORE WOULD LATER HAVE SOMETHING TO RETURN TO, IF WE WILL EXTINGUISH
THE FLAME IN ORDER TO ATTRACT THE CROWDS WE WILL BE UNFAITHFUL TO THE FUTURE AS WELL AS
THE PAST. FOR THERE ARE UNMISTAKABLE SIGNS THAT THINGS ARE CHANGING. THE DOGMATISM OF
EARLY REFORM IS BEGINNING TO VANISH, I AM NOT REFERRING ONLY TO THEIR REVIVAL OF "CUSTOMS
AND CEREMONIES", TO THERE NEW USE OF THE YARMELKE OR MITZVOS THEY ONCE DISCARDED. I AM
REFERRING TO THEIR NEW ATTITUDE OF R ESPECT FOR JEWISH LAW, HALACHAH, WHICH IN MANY

CASES IS MORE PRONOUNCED THAN THAT OF THE CONSERVATIVES. I REFER TO %k A REC§‘.NT ISSUE
OF A QUARTERLY JOURNAL WHERE A REFORM RABBI SAYS THAT HE HAS COME BACK TO BELIEVE ZEN
RESURRECTION AND THE PBRSONAL MESSIAH - THE VERY FIRST JEWISH IDEAS REJECTED BY %@FORM'
OF COURSE, THEY STILL HAVE AVERY LONG WAY TO GO. BUT THEY WILL CQME BACK, PROVIDED THEY
HAVE SOMETHING TO RETURN TO. IF WE WILL NOT KEEP THE TORAH TRADITION ALIYE, IF WE WILL
ALLOW THE FIRE TO DIE OUT, THEN THEY WILL NOT RETURN. AND WE WILL, THEREFORE, BE FALSE
TO PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE.
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LET US REMEMBER THAT. OUR TASK IS TO ATTRACT AS MANY JEWS AS POSSIBLE. BUT OUR FIRST
AND MOST IMPORTANT DUTY IS TO OURSELVES - TO SEE TO IT THAT WE BECOME BETTER INDIVIDUALS,
MORE LEARNED AND INSPIRED JEWS, AND MORE LOYAL SONS OF G-D3

IT WAS HILLEL WHO SAID: im ein ani 1i mi 1i, IF I WILL NOT BE FOR MYSELF, WHO WILLZ
BUT THERE IS A FINER TRANSLATION OF THAT PHRASE: IF I WILL NOT BE MYSELF, WHD WILL?

IF I WILL NOT EXPLOIT THE INNERMOST RECESSES OF MY SOUL AND FIND THAT DEEPLY INGRAINED
JEWISHNESS, THAT nitzbtz eloka mimaal, THAT DIVINE SPARK AND FLAME, THEN NO O NE WILL
EVER BRONG IT OUT FOR ME.

TIME PERMITS: ¥%.12, CURBAN EIROPA - LOSS OF SO MANY MILLIONS AN UNFATHOMABLE TRAGEDY
BUT GREATER YET IS THE TRAGEDY OF HAVING LOST THAT KIND OF PR PLE.cse.
13, ISREAL BUILT BY ONLY FEW STRAGGLONG PIONEERS WHO hikifah eish....AND NOW TOO,
ONE FIERY WORKER....MORE THAN THOUSAND BLENT ONLOOKERS WHO ONLY SYMPATHIZE WITH KRECHTZ).

TN THE WORDS OF MOSES TO HIS PBOPLE BEFORE HE BADE THEM FAREWEEL, WORDS REECHOED CENTURIES
LATER WHEN R, SHIMON BAR YOCHAI BADE FAREWEEL TO HIS PROPLEY

LO ME'RUBCHEM MI'KOL HA'AMIM CHASHAK HA'SHEM BA'CHEM VA'YIVCHAR BA'CHEM...
KI ATEM HA'ME'AT MI'KOL HA'AMIM....KI MEI'AHAVAS HA'SHEM ES'CHEM,
U'MI'SHOMRO ES HA'SHEVUAH ASHER NISHBA LA'AVOSEICHEM

G-d has given us His love and His care, not because of our great numbers, because we

are a perpetual minority; but rather beeause of AVOSEICHEM, because of three solitary
individuals who were faithful to the flame which raged in their breasbs and with the courage
of their convictions and the warmth of their characters were able to create an entire

people loyal to G-d Almightye
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