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It is in a dual capacity that we come to Synagogue this evening to face

our Creator and implore His mercy. We come as individuals, each praying to G-d

for his own welfare and the wellbeing of his loved ones and his immediate family*

As ̂ individual men and women or as members of individual family groups we come to

the House of G-d to ask of the Lord of the world to bestow his divine blessings upon

us for this coming year. But it is also as members of a larger group that we

assemble here this evening, It is as members of the Jewish people, as citizens

we
of the holy community of Israel,that/congregate for these Kol Nidre services.

But how much easier is it to appear in that first capacity - as individual

people or as individual families. It is so much simpler, both as far as understanding

nd emotion are concerned, to say: "0 G-d, please help me advance my business this

year", or: " Dear Lord, please heal ray sick mother", than it is to say, "Good G-d,

please send healing to all Uhy people". Not that the Jew begrudges health to his

fellows - Heaven Forbid. - but since the community is more impersonal than the family

or himself, he finds ' b liffieult to put much feeling into a request of that sort*

Somehow, the idea "community" is only an abstraction, an ideal in which you are

interested - but it is no mor than just that - an idea], or abstraction* It is more

difficult to sympathize with a hungry Yemenite in Israel than with your only son

who is feverishly ill in bed with a grippe*

Conversely, it is infinitely easier to accept blame or guilt as only one

member of an entire people, as only part of a great community, than as an in i ial*

I may despise the anti-semi.be, but when one of these fanatics shotnbs, at a street

corner, that all Jews are robbers, that does not bother me half as much as it would

were he to single out me or my brother or farniDy for such a stigma. It is easier

to say I JJ £«* t'J'^ , 'J^ML* t!¥e were guilty, i s were treacherous, i 5 were fraudelent",

than it would be to say, forinstance, ^AT^^ , '*? «JT- I'ANI/C.J ul was guilty, I

treacherous, I was fraudelent"* In plain colloquial American, it is easier to pass

the buck, It is easier to share the blame with others.
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Yet m&y we enter t h i s holy place on th i s Yom Kippur eve, with t h i s surrender

to the vested i n t e r e s t s of the ego? Dare we r ec i t e / ^ f ^ I D j "Forgive l^ n 1th l e s s

fervor and meaning and s incer i ty than fjM\,/t lf_7e were guil ty"? Dare we pray individually

and confessjksins col lect ively? i>a.te u>erel<»»Zx fcUv ^c^vv^^ '̂W-orvvSMo**.^*^ '̂4* vw>K «.v> iv-
I I 1 p

The Mishna relates the dramatic series of events which occurred in the sanctu
the

as in its full glory and majesty. The Kohen Go3U>l,/High Priest, was the main

protagonist in this holy steam ritual drama, on the day of Yom Kippur he was in the

full splendor of randeur. Ĵ/c X» \>J>(o f'j ot/u."Happy is the eye that saw all thisl"

0n the night before the sacred Avodah, on Yo: ' ur eve, the Kohen Godol was not permitted

p. For he was the representative of hj , eople and on night of this sort

he must not allow the heaviness of sleep to close his eyelids. And if it happen

fJwJ-A^' t^^i bhat the Kohen Godol would begin to drowse, the young priests would

snap their fingers and call t< hi ," |(?^ p ^ lJL'tCf % Lord High Priest, stay awake on

this htily night and remember your duties and obligations to the House of Israe«tf

re that tie Kohen Godol wou] ,. ake \ *ead to him from the Book of

Job.

hat was there in trie Book of Job which " le heart and conscience

lodol that it kept him wide awake and ac;.: . Z his responsibilities

on this grave and s< :aght? -7hy, of all Bool s, did they choose Job.

look of Job is more or less i to all of us* I' bells

of this man Job svho los; hi alth, ; icted Lth th ' evastating

ntal j 9 ] L ramily, j1 ' cted, eloquently complained

Ltter fate« Three frien : ifar to console him tried to

justify the pun' ! - : b to Job, Lebate b be : is one of

t e * b discour " rd and Punish ffering and Fate. But still

we may ask - b i ' be for the Kohen Godol on Yom ' ve?

i see, it L: Lnnj of Job terribly
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"There was a man in the Land of Us, whose . • •"• 1 _. '..at man was wholeheart

and upright, and om that LI", . 1 large family - seven

sons and thre ;hters - and h< ' L; Lthy. 11 kno •>, for

he was the b of all ' lobles of 1 . • b, i I n

ler. Their lives eo ' ' 'easts and ' •- '•• .. Lay of the

week called fc i . Th:1 ties certainly " ) for

spiritual ' 1. So Job would bless tie i bh heavy heart.And e very mo he

I offer burnt of." I , one for each child, md would say, "it may be

t at ray so ' _, • phemed G-d in their arts"* P*N»d l=> ?J'/tT>u1f' ^ 3 ^

"Thus dLdid Job co i lly". It seemed that Job would spend s. lifetime i lnal

benevolent and kindlj Wi-. na^vcv* interest in his children. But nowh ' ' ritten

b Job h ' ' . ' community or people of Job mentioned* So much so,

that we do not even kno- • '• ' Job was a Jew or a Persian or an Assyrian 01*

what not* He - as a lone wolf wit sole interests in his own family.

It r/as tken that G-d s; lered Job to Satan, and Job had heaped upon him '

woes and worries, the trials and tribulations of milch we spoke previously. But Jo\^

and hurt. Tftiy s ou] G-d ,< !::: " •' -ris he not ^ v 1 ' P~f*

an honest, G-d fearing man? Was he not a gc ' dly man? Did he not offer burnt off

for his children? And if G-d would not accept his srgaments, why would he not, at least,

accept hi • yers? It was after long -.nd bitter suffering, and as a result of profound

thin] ' Lntrs key to his problems*

"And the Lord changed the fortunes of Job, vrhen he prayed foxT his friends; and the Lord

gave Job twice as much as he had before"*

hat a great and wonderful secret Job had discovered; it is not enough to

bring burnt i for yourself or your family -- you must also prav for your fi±ends,

your heart must be big enough to all of the community and your actions must

benefit all of society. Man is a social being and not a famil; mber alone. It is not

the cln.n, b b the community that counts*
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And it is of this that the ^ J l ^ ^ '/"̂  *e) , tie young priests who kept the

night watch in the Temple Courts, attempted to remind the Kohen Godol. !f Jj?^ J^^ 'Vfc

Lord High Priest, how can you sleep on tight like this, how can you surrender

to the inviting comfort of sleep and divorce yourself from your le on Xom '

eve? \\"\& l^5 ̂ '|«-,: * High Priest, the eyes of all of Israel are on you I Tomorr

you enter the Holy of Holies, and while you will ask for forgiveness for yourself and

''Js 7e^ your main task will be as ambassador of the entire community of

Israeli lĵ  ̂  \?o *£»jc#Lord High Priest, remember Job - family interests are insufficient

even if you are ô fj p j^> y even if you the High Priest of Israeli You may b

troubled by your own sins, and the sins of your childre y have gone astray,

but do not preoccupy yourself with your own personal i e exclusion of all

else* Is it not possible that these sins of you and your family - a result of you

failure to sufficient].;/ consider the great congregation of Israel? Is not the community

an extension of th< t ' the home a miniature of the co ' gh

Priest, even your prayers for yourself and your family* until, as Job, you pray for

your fri s, for your people, for all people1"

My friends, as a Rabbi I dare not underestimate the greatness and goodness

of my fellow Jews. As you congregate dkn this holy place on this Kol Nidre eve I

recogniae in you a spark from the Divine Soul^of the High Priests of old. For in an

age when so many Jews^ so complete shirk their r< luties, when so many Jews are

Lete strangers-to ; synagogue, you who do corne are as Hi , 1 concede and

affirm that you xkK are Px*J*o/t ̂ tvi ->£M pj>, hole-hearted, righteous and G-d

fearing men and women. And ij Laps I am younger than you, than all the privilege

h the Kohen Godol of old allowed the 9)jt^^> if>~)o>, the young pri !io stayed

with him on this night - the privilege of snapping my fingers and crying out ' ^'fi

[ \i £ |%o~ my dear older friends, wake up I Let us learn from Jobi It is not sufficient
even

to come here as rug i livualists, it is not/enoughi to come to pray for your families.

Remember that you belong to a great and noble people, remember 'to pray in the plural,

let the burden of the entire community dgh1 upon your sho \ be at one this holy
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night, with the entire congregation of Israel.•

You cannot sing an oratorio by yourself, I care not how splendid your voice may

be. You must merge your voice in the chorus. You cannot render the Fifth Symphony by youH

rself j I care not how well you may play on some single instrument. You must blend your

effprts with those of an entire orchestra.

As we proceed to the Maariv Services of this holy Kol Nidre night, let each of

us j< ' • prayers with those of all the congregation and those of all of Israel*

Let us merge our voicres with the chorus of all of Israel!s worshippers and let our thought

blend with the heart-felt supplications of all the House of Jacob.

And, as with Job, may the Lord change our fortunes to good, and mcfHe give us tydce as

much good as we had before. Amen.


