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On this same holy night of Yom Kippur, many many years ago, a tall, lonely man climbed
down the slope ofa barren mountain, and to the crowd gathered at the foot of the

hill he utterred the following words: V'ASSU LI MIKDASH V!SHACHANTI B!SOCHAM, (Ex.25:8),
"et them make for Me, for G-d, a Sanctuary, that I may dwell amongst them."

(Tanhuma Terumah:8) o With those words tge prophet Moses transmitted to Israel

at Sinai, on a Yom Kippur over 3,000 years ago, the first commandment to build

the first House of G=d - whether it be called Sanctuary or Tabernaele or "shul'"

or synagogues A

Our Tradition records that although our people eventually rallied with great enthusiasm
to the building of the MIKDASH, they were at first greatly puzzled. This was a new
concept, a new idea, and ib startled them. Even lioses, we are told, could not
understand ite If You are the One @-d of the whole universe, then you are evryplace,
and how can we call a small enclosure a BEIS ELOKIM, a Houseof G-d? Does it mean that
G-d will be only here in the MIKDASH and no place else? Is G-d a man that He can be
locked within the confines of one building? Lf all the Heavens can't contain You,

how one room?2

The Tradition continues with the explanation - the true one - that G-d gave lioses.

He told him: LO LFT KOCHI ELA LFI KOCHAN, I do not need this MIKDASH, nor can I

ever be contained within any place. Rather - it is necessary for the Children of
Israel, that they might have a place to focus there devotions, so that whenever they
come to this place they will feel uplifted, transformed, and so thereby find le

more available to theme

lioses, our Tradition tells us, easily grasped the meaning of G-d's explanations But

this was toodirect a truth for the lsraelites to understand easily. And so G-d lained
it to them in a parable, drawing on their own background and expreiences (EX-Ro?LSo

And this night of Yom Kippur, my friends, the same night that the command to build the
first Sanctuary was given, I want to relay that Divine parable to you. I want you

to listen to it carefully, becsuse it has some important and urgent significance

for use

ANAR HAKADOSH BARUCH HU LEYTISROELoesseATEM TZONI V'ANI ROBEH, you are my flock,my
sheep, and I am your shepherd, ASSU DIRAH LE'ROEH SHE!YAVO VE!YIREH ES!'CHEM, build
a little tent for the shepherd so that He may come to watch over you.

And then a second example: ATEM KEREM, V'ANI SHOMER - you are ify vineyard, and I am
your gardener, your caretaker, ASSU SUKKAH LE'SHOMER SHE!YISHMOR ES!'CHEM, build
a little hut for the gardener so that He may care for you.

And the final example: ATEM BANAY V'ANI AVICHEM - you are My children, and I am

your Father, KAVOD L'BANIM K'SHE'HEIM EITZEL AVIHEM, V'KAVOD L'AV K'SHE'HU BITZEL
BANAV — it is an homor for a father to be with his childrem, and an honor for children
to be with their father — ASSU BAYIS L'AV SHE'YAVO VE'YISHREH BITZEL BANAV, build,
then, a house for your Father so that He may come to visit with youe

Yy friends, in this parable we have three definitions of the function of Religion

in general, and especially of a Synagogue, one more :‘Jrrportan’.o than the others

Here are three reasons for which people practice their religicn, three reasons why
Jews come to shule. For some it is like sheep who come to the Sl}epherd. '}‘hey want
security and peace-of-mind. They want G-d to watch over them like the klndly Shepherd
He is, to keep away the ravenous wolves of life, the wolves of hunger and disease
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and poverty. This is a legitimate religious approach to G-d, that of sheep to
the Shepherd. And so - they build a synagogue for this purpose.

For others, Religion is a matter of discipline and training and cultivation. They

look to G-d and Torah for intellectual refinement and character ennoblement,

even as a vineyard keeper prunes and plants and weeds and trims his viness Cultivation,
refinement, sensitivity is the goal of Religion for this groups This too is a
legitimate goal of Judaism, and one for which synagg ues should be frequented.

But the third, most gemuine and authoritative approach, which includes the first +two,

is that which sees man's relation to G-d as that of #e®k son to fathers A Father

will protect His child as much as a shepherd his flock. He will educate and

refine His son es-@m with as much devotion as the gardener gives to his viness

But above and beyond all these there is an intimacy of feeling, a warmth, an _

all pervading love and mutual respect, a happiness in each other's presence that exist
only betweensr-be-compared—onty—so—a father and sone And when a Synagogue is built not for

a Divine Shepherd, and not for a Divine Vinekeeper, but for the Divine Father,

then i% is neither a DIRAH nor a SUKKAH, neither hut nor tent - but BEIS ELOKIM,

a Home of Ged}}

My very dear friends: tonight I come before you to tell you that in the course

of the last decades and especially the last few years, this synagogue originally

built as a Houseof G-d, has because of a variety ofr easons become unfit for its
sacred function as a Home for our Divine Fabher and His childrene. We have outgrown

it, the family has become bigger, the structure is weakening - - and this

night of Yom Kippur, as was true some 30 centuries ago, a challenge is issued to

us from above, a challenge and a command: V!ASSU LI MIKDASH - let them make for

Me a new Sanctuary, V'SHACHANTI B'SOCHAM, so that I may continue to dwell in their

midste

Tonight I announce to you in happiness and SIMCHAH, in a mood of joy worthy of

another SHE!HE!'CHAYANU blessing, that this year 5718, Kodimoh will - with the help

of Almighty G-d and you His people —~ have a new and imposing building. Tonight,

on the eve of KolNidre, I declare that we mist no longer allow this building, which
was once a true HOUSE of G-d, to further degenerate in o a mere hut or tent, with

the very paint peeling off the ceilings, with facilities completely insufficient,

with it s general appearance not worthy of either our Torah or ourselvesy

Tonight I tell yout hat the leaders of the congregation have determined that

this year we go forward in response to the sacred challenge of V'ASSU LI MIKDASH,

And I can tell you this about their determination, my determination and your resolve:
this new MIKDASH we are going to build at Kodimoh will not be a mere tent - because
G-d is more than a shepherd and we must be moee than sheeps It is not going to be

a plain hut - because G-d is more than a gardener, and we mist be more than vegetablese
We resolve this holy night that this year we willerect a BAYIS, a HOMB,a shrine of
intimacy and warmth, a fitting place for our deepest devotions - because C-d is

our Father, and we are His childrenii! And for an old and honored and beloved and
precious father you do not build a hut or a tent, nor even an attic, and not even

a room in the 01d Age Home - you build for Him the most modern, decorm.xs, .beal:l'blﬂll,
and convenient home you possibly can} We of Kodimoh have always been dlsylngl.llshe(.i

in this community by the warmth and participation in our se'arvices, by the friendliness
of our people, by the unassuming charm of our congregation’ s collectJ._Ve.ch‘aracter,

by the sense of intimacy you always find here - in other word_s - this is our HOl;lEt
Well then, let us proceed to build a HOME where we can meet with our G-d like children
with their Father, and meet with each other like devoted ’t?roi_:hers and s:.gfoers!l

A HOME - beautiful, spacious, adcquate, warm, loving and intimate: that is the MIKDASH

we must this night resolve to erecto
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Friends, I do not believe you need much convincing to agree that our present
facilties are inadequate for our Kodimoh familye, Just look about you and you will
see the onvious, crying need for expansione Many of you would like to sit together
with other members of your family - - fathers with sons and mothers with daughterse
How can we do it in a syngague which has shrunk into a hut, compared to its needs?
We know there are very many families who would want to become members of our Kodimoh -
but how can we accept them if there is no place? And for how long are to we continue
turning away brothers and sisters from the House of our Divine Father? WNo, friends,
Kodimoh does not have to invent artificial excuses for a building campaigne They are
regl, very reale They are as real gs the fact that our auxilliary services this Rosh
Hashannah had to #wsm—eweprovide "standing room! only for friends and ourteenagerss
And let me make it clears: a BAYIS, a Home is a place you live in not only three days
a year, but a whole year. And our needs are not confined to the High Holidayse
I as a Rabbi would absolutely refuse to participate in a campaign geared to 3-days a
yeare But I am aware of the pressing every day needs forexpansion: the fact that
our Jr.Cong. has increased to over 1l times its original size these last 3 years.
Last Saturday - not a holiday - we had over 165 children in the vestry. On Rosh
Hashannah we had two Jr.services with a combined total of ewe® about 300 children.
Last Passover our vestry was toosmall - we had "standing room only" for our childrens
And a number of times this past year when we had a Bar litzvah on Saturday, we were
forced to ecall off our Jr. Services because the vestry was taken and there was
no room for our youthe Our facilites are not sufficient for weddings and Bar Mitzvshs -
andw e always want Kodimoh to be the center of our SIMCHAH, our family joyse
Our teenagers do not have the faci it es here for their programs - and they are
ashamed to invite out-of-town graups - - there just isn't enough places Our religious
school program is awkward because of space difficulties, and we cannot hgpve enough
new and higher classes because of the shortage of rooms, a shortage which forces
us to curtail our adult Sundgy morning program as welle

o, my dear friends, we need not invent reasons for a campaigne We have them all
ready made. And tonight G-d Himself ignites within each and every one of you

the same fiery charge He gave on a Yom Kippur long ago: V'ASSU LI MIKDASH V!SHACHANTI
B'SOCHAM - build a new syngague for Me, if you want lle to dwell in your midstl

And do you know what kind of Home the elders of our conge.plan to build for Kodimoh?

T will tell you: many people say, "I am not seeking any KAVOD." Well, with us it

is reverse. I tell you that we are seeking KAVOD - for G-d and for us. Remember the

Divine parable with which we began? ~ KAVOD L'AV KSHEHU EITZEL BANAV, . (BITZEL AVIHEM,
This new Kodimoh must provide for two kinds of KAVOD, 2 kinds of pride and honor & glorye

First it must be a KAVOD for our Divine Father. How often doesit happen that parents
suffer heartache and shame because they cannot eat in or visit a child's home -

it is unJewish,unG-dly, "treif! all through. There is no KAVOD for such a fab her in
such a home, no matter how elegante OUR new Kodimoh, however, mist be a KAVOD for

G-d, It must not be an unholy showplace into which G-d is ashamed to set foot.

T+ must remain as Kodimoh always has been - a powerhouse of our sacred Tradition,

a fortress of Torah, of Urthodoxy, of gemuine Judaisme It must always and forever

be the sort of BAYIS which will remain a KAVOD for our Hegvenly Fabthero, Otherwise

it is unholy - it is a theatre or museum, not a House of G=do And a MIKDASH must

be KADOSH, must be holye

And. second: KAVOD LBANIM KSHEHEIM EITZEL AVIHEM., It must be a source of KAVOD for use

Tt must be attractive and clean and elegants It must never again be a source of
embarrassment to us or our childrene It must be beautiful. It must have simple elegances
It must provide enough space for our increased activitye. It must make us anxious

to be in ite It must be inviting and appealing and a source of KAVOD for use

T+ must make us be the ones to demonstarte to all Springfield, all New England

and the whole American Jewish community that we of Kodimoh have built a Home for
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G=d about which we can say with David UVEHEICHALO KULO OMER KAVOD - it is an

honor and glory for all - for G-d and for us, a KAVOD because it will be Crthodox
and the chain of Tradition will be continued, and a KAVDD because it will be modern
and beautiful, a source of pride to us and to G-d, a thing of glory both religiously
and architecturally. It must bespeak honor and respect in all ways, so that the
stranger who gazes upon it will be-eb forced to exclaim with the hesthen prophet

of long ago: MAH TOVU OHALECHA YAAKOV, MISHKNOSECHA YISROEL, how goodly are

thy Symaggoues O Jacob, thy Schools O Israele

K beginning on this sacred venture has alrealy been mades Recently, at a meeting
held in the home of one of the distinguished elders of the congregatiion, a handful
of our people pledged about $90,000 as a beginning. This week, one of these people
already began to redeem his pledgee Our Building Com. end Fund Raising Com have
both been working long and hard hours under the direction of the General Chairman,
who is a distinguished son of Kodimoh and former President. Our officers, committee
members, our Board - - all of us are fired with enthusiasm, because we

know that you - ~ each of you - will be with us,

And I want to tell you that what they have promised is only a beginning. I tell you
that you ®wan encourage them +to do more. For this they will if they will see you,
the rank and file do as much as you can and more., If each of us will bear the burden
in SIMCHAH, if we will each be as generous as our circumstances allow, if we will
not begrudge ourselves and our Divine Father this new MIKDASH, this new BAYIS =

then eacj of us will have a share in this great new sanctuary. Each of us will

have share in every prayer, in every word of Torah, in every act of devotion, in
every measure of solace and hope here founde I know you can and will do it, so that
every brick will bear the imprint of your love, every fixture our faith, every
part our undying loyalty to G-d and Torah and Israels A great poet (Heine), upon
visiting a great raigious buildi g once said,'"this could not have been built by
people with opinions, but only by people with convicgionss" There are many people
who have opinions about Judaisme But I know you,my people: you have convictions

in Judaisme Let the others entertain the opinions about building. From you I want
the genuine conviction that wemust have a building - and soon, before the first

of the s ecular year, Ve are not asking for your contributions tonight, friends. We
are asking that when you are approached within the very near future - the next 12
weeks - that you respons with conviction that you are going to go "gll out" for

the KAUOD of G-d and of yourself in building this MIKDASH, that G=-d may dwezl within us.

T close with this story told in the Talmd:(Taanith 29a): AW ‘?‘TJ‘ 5 ra,m-zve s»e:
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Today it is reversed. Today we Jews are beginning to emerge from the fires of
the centuries, from the conflagarations of two millenia. We are a young people,
PIRCHET KEHUNAH, newly come to our old task of being the priests for the Yvrc.)ld.
And now we must rebuild the MIKDASH long ago destroyede And tonight the Divine Hand
redescends from heaven and holds within it a set of keyse And now, this moment, each of
us must come to a decision: shall we remain unloyal and shum the Divine of?er? -
or shallwe be GIZBARIN NE'EMANIM, loyal guardians of this Houseof G-d2 Tom.ght.we
are commanded: let each of you open his hand, extend it to heaven, grasp the Divne
hand in all its warmbh and love — and wrest from it the keys: the keys to the

New Kodimohl
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